
 

 

July 14, 2009 

Dear Tournament Director: 

 

Thank you for organizing an event that supports and promotes our productive black bass fishery in the 

tidal waters of the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  While challenging because of tides and its size, our tidal 

waters can provide great reward for sportfish anglers.  The current state record fish (at 11.18 lbs) was 

recently caught in the Potomac River (January 2008) by Justin Riley.  The fishery in the Potomac River 

has often been celebrated by tournament and recreational anglers, but other regions of the Chesapeake 

Bay, such as Gunpowder River and the upper Chesapeake Bay are becoming increasingly popular. 

 

The popularity of black bass fishing in Maryland demands that we help protect the resource for all anglers 

in the state and those anglers who visit the state.  The Tidal Bass Survey Team for Maryland Department 

of Natural Resources works diligently to monitor tidal bass populations and generate important metrics 

for assessing its status.  Some of those metrics come from anglers, such as the ones who fish in the 

tournaments.  The enclosed VOLUNTARY TOURNAMENT REGISTRATION, FISH TRANSPORT 

PERMIT and TOURNAMENT ACTIVITY REPORT all help provide those metrics.  The Fish Transport 

Permit is only necessary if the Tournament Directors will be using a release boat, or other transport vessel 

that requires transportation of more than 5 fish per angler.  We look forward to seeing these completed 

forms, learning from you, and helping you to protect the fishery. 

 

We hope that you find our fishery both challenging and rewarding.   

 

Tight Lines, 

 

Joe Love 

Return Voluntary Tournament Registration and Fish Transport Permit 

(hard copy or ELECTRONICALLY) to: 

Joseph W. Love, Ph.D. 

Tidal Bass Manager 

580 Taylor Avenue, B-2 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

E-mail:  jlove@dnr.state.md.us; Phone:  410-260-8257 

 

If sent electronically, Permittee Signature should be typed and the email to which the permit is attached 

will be printed and appended to permit to validate signature. 

 

Return Completed Tournament Activity Report to:  

Mary Groves 

Southern Regional Manager 

Fisheries Service, Rt. 4, Box 106E, 

Brandywine, MD  20613 

ELECTRONIC Version of Tournament Activity Report also at:   

http://dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/recreational/bass/basstournsurveyintro.html



VOLUNTARY TOURNAMENT REGISTRATION 2009 

 

 

Tournament Registration is voluntary and FREE. It provides Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources with assessments of resource impact and 
the economic value of the black bass fishery. By providing some simple 
information, you and your tournament participants will help us manage the 
fishery. Registration will provide you the opportunity to: 1) publicize your 
tournament via our website and twitter updates; 2) a mechanism to contact 
us with problems or questions; and 3) the opportunity to get an assessment of 
your catch statistics, standings with other tournaments in the area, and a 
general summary of angler participation. 
 
Name and Address of Tournament Director:  

 

 
 

 

Name or Chapter of Fishing Tournament:  
 

Dates of Tournament:  
 

Time of Tournament:  
 

Location and River of 

Tournament:  

 

Registration Fee per Angler:  

 

Expected Number of Anglers:  

 

Have you instructed your anglers and staff  with, or provided them copies of Maryland’s Tidal Bass 

Handling Procedures 2009 published by Maryland Department of Natural Resources? 

 

 

 

 

Signature of Tournament Director (if attached to email, email constitutes e-signature)  Date 
If you will be using a release boat, also fill out the Maryland Fish Transport Permit (pages 3 – 4). 

 

 
Phone or E-mail: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MARYLAND FISH TRANSPORT PERMIT 2009 

 

Permit Number: Permit Expiration Date:  
 

This permit authorizes a person to transport a number or live fish in excess of the legal creel or size limits in Maryland and 

in Maryland waters for the sole purpose of returning these fish to the waters of Maryland. This waiver is issued under 

authority provided by Natural Resource Article # 4 - 205 of the Annotated Code of Maryland . 

 

Name and Address of Permittee: 

 

 

 

  

 

Phone Number or E-mail Address: 

 

Name or Chapter of Fishing Tournament:  

 

Name of Fish Transporter (if different from Permittee): 

 

Phone Number or E-mail Address of Fish Transporter: 

 

Dates of Transport  Species to be Transported 

 

Type of Transport        (1)   Land Vehicle License Number  

 

 (2)   Boat License Number  

 

Capacity of Transport Tank    Number of Transport Tanks  

 

River of Fish Origin   

 

Fish Destination 

 

Restrictions:  

1) density of fish in transport tanks shall be 1 pound of bass per gallon of water; 

2) water temperature within the release boats’ transport tanks should be within 5-7° F of the 

water temperature measured at an approximate depth of 3 feet in the water body to which fish 

will be released.  These temperatures are 75°F ± 10° F, depending on month (May – 

September).  Use ice as necessary to cool transport tanks; 

3) fish are to be kept within well-aerated containers (near or above 100% saturated oxygen) of 

water prior to and following the weigh-in; 

4) minimum capacity of transport tanks for release boats will be 100 gallons of water; 

5) the tournament director must submit a tournament activity report within 30 days of the 

tournament (attached, or at http://dnrweb.dnr.state.md.us/fish/bass/basstournament.asp). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

http://dnrweb.dnr.state.md.us/fish/bass/basstournament.asp


Assistance:   

 

To assist tournament directors with these restrictions, Maryland Department of Natural Resources can 

offer the following services to tournaments: 

 

1) be present during large tournaments (> 100 boats) and help complete the Release Boat 

Conditions section of the TOURNAMENT ACTIVITY REPORT by:  a) tallying poundage of 

fish for each well kept aboard the release boats; b) measuring oxygen within the transport tanks of 

the release boats; and c) water temperature of the water body and within the release boat; 

2) use tournament activity reports to give tournament directors a summary and report of catch, 

angling participation, and initial and delayed mortalities; 

3) collect tournament-related mortalities for aging fish, learning diet habits, tallying hooking 

mortalities, and assessing overall health of the fish; 

4) assist in the design or optimization of the weigh-in procedure with regional and national 

tournament chapters; 
 

Will Assistance be Desired?     

 

If so, please identify the type of assistance desired by circling the appropriate numbers above. 

 

Additional Recommendations (for release boat captains and all participating anglers): 
 

To help protect our fishery, we have outlined some additional recommendations based on published studies 

and our own experiences: 

 

1) release different transport tank batches of fish at different locations within a stream in order to 

spread fish out across as large of an area as practically possible; 

2) minimize culling and handling of fish (late caught fish will be the most stressed and deserve the 

greatest care); 

3) fish should not be held in air for longer than is necessary; 

3) split fish between boat live wells to lower density of fish in each; 

4) transport tanks and live wells should be operational, aerated (at or above 100% oxygen) and at a 

temperature similar to water body water temperature at 3 feet depth; 

5) use only as much ice as needed to cool live wells and transport tanks to appropriate temperature, 

or when necessary. 
 

I understand that transportation of fish beyond the creel limit of 5/person will result in a breach of law without 

possession of this permit.  Only the person designated as Fish Transporter may be in possession of a number 

of black bass beyond the designated creel limit.  Failure to adhere to Restrictions of this permit may result in 

a minimum of a 1-year suspension of the Permittee and/or Tournament Chapter from receiving another such 

permit from Maryland Department of Natural Resources. 

 

______________________________________________  _____________________ 

Permittee Signature       Date 

 

Approved __________________________________  _____________________ 

                         Regional Manager/Tidal Bass Manager  Date 

  Yes 

 
 

No 

 
 



MARYLAND TOURNAMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 2009 

Permit Number: ______________________  
 

TOURNAMENT CONDITIONS (Completed by:_____________________________________) 

 

Chapter:______________________________  Date of tournament:____________ 
 

Body of water:_______________________ 

 

Type of tournament:  _____Club  _____ Open  ______ Boater  ______ Non-boater 

 

_____ Catch & release    _____ Immediate release    ____Harvest permitted 

 

Creel Limit:  ______ 3 Fish ______ 5 Fish    

 

Tournament check-in location: _______________   Total hours: _________________________ 

 

Number of anglers: ______ Total number of fish caught:______ Fish dead at weigh-in:________ 

 

Minimum length requirement (in):____________ Total weight of fish caught: _______  

 

Winning weight: _______     Weight largest fish: _________ 

 

General fishing conditions:   ______good   _____fair  ______poor 

 

Comments:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

RELEASE BOAT CONDITIONS (Completed by:____________________________________) 

 

Capacity of Transport Tank:  ____________ 

 

Number of Fish Per Live Tank (one blank/transport tank): 

  

Number:  ____________  ____________ ____________ ____________ 

 

OR 

 

Pounds:  ____________  ____________ ____________ ____________ 

 

Temperature Range of Live Wells:  ______  MIN  _______  MAX 

 

Water Body Temperature (at 3 feet depth): ____________ 

 

Were fish dead in the live wells? _______ YES _______ NO  How many?  _________ 


